ne crustacean shell from cirripedia, and 24 gastropod shells related to 13 different families are collected and described from Ras Sudr region (northeast Gulf of Suez), Egypt. These include one species from vermetidae, three species from Trochidae, one species from Turbinidae, one species from Neritidae, one species from Turritellidae, five species from Cerithiidae, three species from Strombidae, one species from Fasciolariidae, one species from Melongenidae, four species from Muricidae, two species from Cypraeidae and one species from Naticidae.
INTRODUCTION
The Red Sea represents a source of a large group of structurally unique natural products that are mainly found in invertebrates such as gastropods and other molluscs. It is interesting to note that the majority of marine compounds currently in clinical trials or under preclinical evaluation are produced by these species rather than as secondary metabolites by marine algae. Through the combined efforts of chemists and pharmacologists, a number of promising compounds have been identified that are already at advanced stages of clinical trials. This is the case for conotoxins derived from cone snails (gastropods), where a number of conopeptides are currently being developed as analgesics for the treatment of neuropathic pain. More recently, submersible vehicles have allowed the collection of organisms from the water depths. By the 1970s, the search for drugs from animals was a vigorous work that continues today; several marine natural products are currently undergoing advanced pre-clinical studies or are in clinical trials. However, many of the marine organisms remain to be explored and examined for useful bioactive compounds (Attaway, 1993) .
The Red Sea is a body of warm tropical water, nearly 2000 km in length, borded mainly by desert and rocks. These sandy and rocky borders have little visible life, in contrast to the wealth of the marine life found below the water's surface of which most famous are the Red Sea's beautiful coral reefs, which give shelter to a wide variety of animal species. The empty shells of molluscs are frequently washed up on the beaches. For many years, the richness of marine life has attracted explorers and scientists, and in the last decades many tourists as O well. The Red Sea forms the most northwestern part of the vast Indo-Pacific ocean, it's closest point to Europe.
The book "Red Sea shells" by Sharbati (1984) was the first to show photographs of many Red Sea Shells, but is now out of print.
A compilation of all the known mollusc species was made by Dekker and Orlin (2000) , but contained no pictures. What has been missing is a book which is easy to access and read, and contains photographs of most common shells found on the beach and through diving. Rusmore-Villaume (2008) has searched the beaches of Egypt for fifteen years to establish a book (Sea Shells of the Egyptian Red Sea). This book is intended to serve as a guide to a wide selection of the shelled molluscs of the Red Sea in Egypt and includes all the commonly seen species. But the selection in this book is in no way exhaustive, it was unfortunately impossible to include everything because the author collected the shells from many regions along the Red Sea through fifteen years. So, it was found that every region in the Red Sea in Egypt must be studied alone to reveal the impact of industrial activity, the demands of tourism and the divers, the scientists specially the conchologists as well as the ecologists for future comparisons as climate change progresses. In this study, the common sea shells of Ras Sudr (northeast of the Gulf of Suez) and their biodiversity was studied.
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Collection of shells:
Empty shells were collected usually when walking along the beach (or creeping and crawling in case of micro shells!) from the Ras Sudr region on the northest Gulf of Suez, Red Sea, Egypt. Shells were cleaned with a stiff brush or by gently scraping with a needle. They were then wiped over with paraffin or oil. Individual shells were measured and typical shell species were photographed by the author.
The relative abundance and frequency of occurrence of a species is indicated as follows: -Abundant: where a great number of specimens on the beach are found. -Common: at least ten specimens were obtained on any given day. -Uncommon: Not often and not many. -Rare: Very fewer specimens were found. A note about naming of the specimens:
The shell names in this paper have been taken from the check-list of Red Sea Mollusca by Abbott and Peter (1986) , Dekker and Orlin (2000) and Egyptian Red Sea shells by Rumore Villaume (2008).
-
The designation ''of some authors '': means that one or more authors have referred to this creature by the name shown. However, this is not the correct name of the species under discussion, it refers to a different species. this has about 200 living species. The basic shape of the shell is the same in all species long prized by primitive people for their shape and attractive colors. They were widely used for many ancient times. While cowries are abundant in the tropics, some species are now quite rare and get a very high price from collectors. 
DISCUSSION
Neverita josephina is the 1 st record to the Suez Canal region, it is a Mediterranean species in origin, might entered the Suez Canal system for some distance towards the Red Sea. Also, Stramonita lacera an introduced species in the Suez Canal area, from where it spreads towards the Red Sea and also towards the Mediterranean sea. They are identified according to Abbott & Peter (1986) and Dekker & Orlin (2000) .
Tetraclita rufotincta, Dendropoma maxima, Turritella torulosa, and Murex scolopax are reported here for the first time from Egypt. The crustacean and the gastropod Red Sea shells were not included in the recent book of the Egyptian Red Sea shells illustrated by Rusmore-Villaume (2008) .
Cerithium sp. may be a new species, because of the small sized shell and long canal. Also, Cerithium columna was reported here for the first time in the Gulf of Suez, since Rusmore-villaume (2008) recorded that neither of then was found in the Gulf of Suez. This may be due to the change in climate from that time to the present time of this study.
Great variability in shape was recorded to Fusinus verrucosus, that was identifyied according to Rusmore-villaume (2008) , who considered them one species because she found no consistent structural differences between various shapes.
Different colours were recorded to Nerita sanguinolenta from the Ras Sudr region. An interesting point of view is that their colour is similar to the rocks on which they live, where red shell live on red granite rocks, black and white ones on black and white rocks, and greenish ones on greenish rocks! Perhaps their predators are colour-sensitive and pick off the ones that stand out against the rock (Rusmore-villaume, 2008) .
According to the economical importance of the gastropods, family Strombidae includes the conches which are an important traditional source of protein for the indigenous shore-dwelling human population (Rusmore-villaume, 2008) . In the present study, three species were recorded in family Strombidae. So, the suggestion here that more research has to be done on the different recorded species in Egypt that may play the same role.
Beside the economic importance of aquatic gastropods, it has been found recently that it can be used to derive and isolate chemical compounds which have a therapeutic application and clinical important (McConnell et al., 1994) .
In recent clinical pharmacological research, marine natural products will probably become available as novel therapeutic agents to treat multiple disease categories (De Vries & Beart, 1995) . For examples cone snails found in Ras Sudr region could have a sting (conotoxins) that cause terrible pain and even death to humans if caught improperly (Rusmore-villaume, 2008 ) Moreover, Conotoxins have many therapeutic applications for the treatment of neurological diseases such as multiple sclerosis, shingles, diabetic neuropathy and other painful neurological conditions such as spinal pain (Alonso et al., 2003) . More research should be done on the other endemic gastropod species in Egypt that may play a role in medical malacology.
